Brandon and Bretford Parish Council
Health and Safety Policy
Adopted:  22nd June 2026
Reviewed:  Annually
1. Statement of Intent
Brandon and Bretford Parish Council is committed to ensuring, so far as is reasonably practicable, the health, safety and welfare of its employees, councillors, contractors, volunteers, and members of the public who may be affected by its activities.
The Council recognises its responsibilities under the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 and other relevant legislation and will take all reasonable steps to:

Provide a safe working environment
Prevent accidents and work-related ill health
Promote a positive health and safety culture

2. Responsibilities
Overall Responsibility
The Parish Council as a corporate body holds overall responsibility for health and safety.
Clerk to the Council

The Clerk (as the Council’s Proper Officer) is responsible for:

Implementing this policy
Ensuring risk assessments are carried out and reviewed
Maintaining records of accidents and incidents
Liaising with contractors and ensuring safe working practices
Reporting health and safety matters to the Council

Councillors
Councillors must:

Consider health and safety in decision-making
Support the implementation of this policy
Raise any concerns promptly

Employees and Volunteers
All employees and volunteers are expected to:

Take reasonable care for their own safety and others
Follow safe systems of work
Report hazards, incidents, or concerns immediately

3. Risk Assessments
The Council will:

Carry out suitable and sufficient risk assessments for its activities (e.g. inspections, site visits, events, lone working)
Record findings where significant risks are identified
Review assessments regularly or following incidents


4. Safe Working Practices
The Council will ensure:

Safe use, handling, and storage of equipment
Appropriate arrangements for lone working (including evening meetings)
Suitable arrangements for manual handling where relevant
Contractors provide risk assessments and method statements where appropriate

5. Contractors
The Council will:

Ensure contractors are competent and adequately insured
Provide clear information on any site-specific risks
Monitor contractor performance where required

6. Accident Reporting
All accidents, incidents, and near misses must be:

Reported to the Clerk as soon as possible
Recorded in an accident log
Investigated where appropriate

Where required, incidents will be reported under RIDDOR (Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 2013).

7. Training
The Council will:

Ensure the Clerk and relevant personnel receive appropriate health and safety training
Provide guidance to councillors where needed

8. Public Spaces and Assets
The Council will:

Regularly inspect assets such as play areas, benches, and open spaces
Arrange maintenance or repairs as required
Respond promptly to identified hazards

9. Review and Monitoring
This policy will be:

Reviewed annually
Updated following significant changes in legislation, operations, or risk


10. Adoption
This Health and Safety Policy was adopted by Brandon and Bretford Parish Council on: 22nd June 2026

Signed (Chair): ________________________
Clerk: ________________________
