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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
BRANDON AND BRETFORD PARISH COUNCIL
	Date:
	Monday 13th April 2026; 19:00hrs

	Venue:
	Brandon Club

	Present:
	Cllr Andrew Kirby (AK)

	
	Cllr Michael Jones (MJ) - Chair

	
	Cllr Kate Steventon (KS)

	
	Cllr Iain Rennie (IR)

	In Attendance:
	Jane Hancox – Clerk to Council & RFO

	Apologies:
	Cllr Khara Schrijvers (KSC)

	Absent:
	Borough Cllr Simon Ward

	
	Borough Cllr Derek Poole

	
	County Councillor Anne Marie Sonko

	
	Borough Cllr Tim Willis

	
	Cllr Khara Schrijvers (KSC)

	Members of the Public (MOP):
	None



The meeting was quorate throughout and began at 19:04hrs.
	No.
	Discussion
	Action

	1
	Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Simon Ward, Cllr Derek Poole, Cllr Tim Willis, Cllr Khara Schrijvers and County Councillor Anne Marie Sonko.
	

	2
	Declarations of Interest
MJ declared his interest in the planning application at the former Oakdale Nursery site.

KS declared that she is working for Granite Leisure who run the gym at Brandon Hall Hotel.
	

	3
	Questions from the public
None.
	

	4
	County and Borough Councillors Update
No update.
	

	5
	Approve the minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meetings held 10th March 2026 had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Councillors agreed they were a true and accurate record of the meeting and business discussed and agreed they should be signed by the Chair.

Minutes approved for publication on the website.
	

	6
	Actions from the last meeting
A quote of £320 from Josh Cox was received to clean the Brandon bus shelter.  Councillors approved the quote.  Replacement acrylic panels can be purchased at a cost of £50 per square metre.

Suggest we ask Network Rail to clean the graffiti from under the railway bridge.

Bretford bus stop has been hit again. MJ to investigate with the bus company whether we have to replace it or not.

Leaflet printing for Beautification Group is ongoing.
	







MJ


KS

	7
	Clerk and Councillors Update
Brandon Beautification Group
Need a ‘To Do’ list – road signs, hedges and bus shelter.
Hedges; letters have been sent to The Pines and The Knack; the Highways authority are looking at Ivy Farmhouse.

Noticeboard outside Brandon Club needs cleaning and tidying up.

Himalayan Tiles have reduced their amount of signage.  MJ will revisit.

Planters for Brandon Village, AK to build 2 in first instance, need people to commit to maintain them.

Gateways for Brandon Village would need to be purchased from Main Line Timber.

Next working party is scheduled for 2nd May.

Community Orchard
£1000 has been received from WCC and must be spent by 31st July.  Water supply is there but it is metered.  MJ to speak to Severn Trent to set up an account.

Suggest we change the cutting schedule for Brandon Field as Lakeside don’t wish to continue maintaining it.  Need to do something to encourage wildlife.  Suggest sowing wildflowers at both Brandon and Bretford fields.

Street Lighting
All lights on Rugby Road are now working. The delay with the replacement lantern on Main Street is because they are ornamental lanterns and Eon have issues getting hold of them.  Suggest we pause and see if Eon complete the clean and repair service that hasn’t been done in 7 years.  Agreed to review again in 3 months.

FLAG
A428 culvert has been completed which should alleviate flooding in the village.

Bretford Village Hall
£8043 end of year balance 2025.
£8646 current balance.
Awarded a Green Shoots grant for solar panels totalling £10,500. WCC are wanting the project completed by the end of April. A quote has been received for £9800.  May need planning permission to install the panels.

Wolston, Brandon & Bretford Joint Burial Committee
No update.

Safe Route to School
Ongoing. Suggest the Beautification Group clears the footpath on Station Road.  

Brandon Wood Golf Course
No update.
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MJ

	8
	Correspondence
Nothing to discuss.
	

	9
	Finance
Audit
Clerk is pursuing options with local auditors to complete the 2025-26 AGAR.

End of year finance report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.

Grass Cutting
Ralph Wilkinson has quoted £300 per day.  MJ proposed we go ahead with Ralph Wilkinson and suggest we reduce Lakesides contract to once a month and ask Ralph Wilkinson to cut in the 2 weeks in between. MJ to talk to Lakeside. AK to talk to Ralph Wilkinson.
	

Clerk







MJ/AK

	10
	Planning
Councillors raised no objections relating to any live planning applications.
	

	11
	Review of the Neighbourhood Plan
MJ has met with John Akers. Suggest he oversees the review, at this stage unsure what the cost will be.  Suggest we budget around £5,000. Need to undertake a survey as soon as possible.  All Councillors to look at the previous Neighbourhood Plan survey questions and make suggestions of what needs updating.  Need to acknowledge new Local Plan which recognises the former Oakdale Nursery site. 
	





All

	12
	Future Agenda Items
Some trees that have come down in the recent wind from the railway side of the bridge.  Suggest anything that is overhanging is cut off and it is reported to Network Rail.

There is an issue with motorbikes through the woods at the back of Brandon Hall. The kissing gate at the back of Brandon Hall hotel is not operational. Suggest we contact the owners of the hotel and the management company and point out to them that the gate needs reinstating.  
	







MJ

	13
	To confirm the dates of future meetings
Monday 11th May (Annual Meeting) – Bretford Village Hall
Monday 15th June
Monday 6th July
All meetings commencing at 7pm at Brandon Club (unless otherwise stated).
	

	14
	Close
Having no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.02pm.
	



