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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
BRANDON AND BRETFORD PARISH COUNCIL
	Date:
	Tuesday 24th June 2025; 17:30hrs

	Venue:
	Bretford Village Hall

	Present:
	Cllr Andrew Kirby (AK)

	
	Cllr Michael Jones (MJ) - Chair

	
	Cllr Iain Rennie (IR)

	
	Cllr Kate Steventon (KS)

	In Attendance:
	Jane Hancox – Clerk to Council & RFO

	
	Borough Cllr Tim Willis

	
	Borough Cllr Simon Ward

	Apologies:
	None

	Absent:
	None

	Members of the Public (MOP):
	Four



The meeting was quorate throughout and began at 17:30hrs.
	833.1 Welcome & Apologies
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  There were no apologies received.
	

	833.2 Declarations of Interest
Borough Cllr Tim Willis declared that he chaired the Planning Committee meeting when the Coventry Stadium application was discussed
	

	833.3 Questions from the Public
Coventry Stadium
A MOP updated Councillors on the planning application at Coventry Stadium.  There has been the formation of a consortium of businessmen behind a bid to acquire the stadium. The consortium is keen to broaden the use of stadium for the benefit of the local community.  The consortium is in discussion with various bodies trying to acquire the Stadium and they have asked the Save the Speedway Group to liaise with the local community to see what other facilities they would like to see at the Stadium. Some suggestions include:

· Cycle track
· Cycle speedway track
· Community hub with catering facilities
· Wedding Barn
· Gymnasium
· Football pitch
· Equine facility
· Caravan storage
· Soft play
· Creche/nursery

A MOP explained that input from the Parish Council is key, should the Consortium gain control of the stadium and suggested an open meeting for the public to gather suggestions/opinions.

Question:  A Councillor asked what is the proposal for making it financially viable?  A MOP explained that as part of the process, the Consortium have a business plan presented to the Borough Council, audited by Accountants. Financial viability was not a reason why it was sold in the first place.  The Consortium are looking at possibly holding 20 speedway and 15 stock car meetings a year. Stock car racing is very financially viable. 

A Councillor explained that when the NHP surveys were undertaken in the village we received a lot of feedback, and most were against the proposal by the owner. The NHP needs reviewing, but the preferred option is that it remains as a stadium.  As the Consortium don’t currently own the Stadium it is difficult for us to support.

A MOP added that given the process we have gone through and the public enquiry, we are hopeful developers will realise there are no prospects of obtaining permission and they will come to an agreement with the Consortium.  If that is case the Consortium want to know what other facilities the community would want at the Stadium.

Councillors agreed that taking this action was a little premature as the Consortium are not yet the owners of the stadium and agreed that if the Stadium changes hands then we can discuss the detail further at that time.
	


	833.4 County and Borough Councillors Update
Next year when the Local Plan is published it will overtake any NHP in place. At some point between now and then it is suggested that you should consult on the community view of the future of the Stadium.  The Local plan is at the first stage of consultation, at the next stage the Council will vote on it, and it then goes back out to public.  No current indication of timescale.

Devolution could be happening in 2028/29, but it is currently unclear.

One MOP left the meeting at 6.16pm.
	

	833.5 Approve the minutes of the last meeting held 13th May 2025
The draft minutes of the last meeting held 13th May 2025 had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Councillors agreed they were a true and accurate record of the meeting and business discussed and unanimously approved the minutes which were duly signed by the Chair. 
	

	833.6 Actions from the last meeting
Lighting replacements Avondale Road
The clerk advised that Eon will be undertaking the lighting upgrades in Avondale Road mid-July.

Hallams Close residents/maintenance of bank on Main Street
The Chair advised there are a total of six properties in Hallams Close with land on the Main Street embankment: No’s 19,17, 15, 11, 9, 7.  Councillors agreed to write to the property owners and remind them of their maintenance responsibility. In the meantime AK/MJ offered to trim the overgrown bushes back off the footpath.

Highways Community Action Fund
Application suggestions included the footpath in Bretford, and a safe route to school in Brandon.  KS is happy to write the bid for the Safe Route to School in Brandon.

Brandon Beautification Community Group
KS will meet with Eva Leaf to talk though ideas and update at the next meeting. PC to consider funding requests from the group.
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	833.7 Clerk and Councillors Update

Internal auditor 
The clerk advised that the current internal auditor is retiring, and we will therefore need to appoint a new one for next year’s end of year accounts.

Beehives on Brandon Field
The Chair reported that there has been a suggestion from the community orchard group to have bees and a beehive on Brandon Field.

The Chair has contacted our insurers on the matter, and they have asked more questions which we need to answer and make sure we are insured. 

A MOP explained that as there is clover on the field the bees will be out for the clover regardless of whether there is a hive there or not. Safety of children is the concern. The Memorial orchard in Wolston has several hives, there is no protection for public or any warning signs. The local Beekeeper is happy to speak to whoever has concerns.  The community orchard is a good area for a hive as it is protected by a hedge and a fence with mesh to keep dogs and children away.  We will need signage and a lock on the gate with the phone number of the local beekeeper. British Beekeepers Association has a risk assessment on their website we can download and use.  Beekeeper carries insurance for public liability.  

Councillors agreed that we record safety measures taken and put a Risk Assessment in place and if we get the clearance from our insurers then we should go ahead. 

Suggest there is a formal legal agreement regarding the use of that part of the field by the community group.

AK to investigate water supply to the orchard.

Three MOPS left the meeting at 7.05pm.

Verge and POS management
Agreed to keep this item under ongoing review.
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	833.8 Finance
To receive the 2024/25 Internal Audit Report
The 2025/25 Internal Audit Report had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Councillors unanimously accepted the report.

To consider, complete, approve and, if appropriate sign the Annual Governance and Accounting Statements 2024/25
The Annual Governance and Accounting Statements 2024/25 had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Councillors unanimously approved the statements, and they were duly signed by the Chair and Clerk/RFO for submissions to Moore.

The Statement of Variance, Bank Reconciliation and the dates of the Exercise of Public Rights were noted.
	

	833.9 Planning
Application R25/0440
MJ to write an objection to this application.
	

MJ

	833.10 Correspondence
The Chair offered to respond to Mr Pemberton regarding the beehive.
	
MJ

	833.11 Speeding and Road Safety
Discussion took place around speeding initiatives.  MJ offered to chase Richard Haycock for an update regarding the route through the Royal Oak Car Park.
	

MJ

	833.12 Update from the Flooding Action Group
The Chair updated on the recent FLAG meeting and reiterated that the majority of the group’s initiatives are focused on Wolston’s flooding issues.
	

	833.13 Bretford Village Hall Update
IR reported that the Hall will be having a new roof in the next few weeks.
	

	833.14 Update from Wolston, Brandon & Bretford Joint Burial Committee
IR advised that he will be stepping down from the JBC.  After discussions MJ and KS were nominated as representatives.  Clerk to inform the JBC clerk
	

Clerk

	833.15 Future agenda items
· Brandon Field
· Speeding and Beautification Action Plan 
· NHP
· Website
	

	833.16 To confirm the date of the next meeting
Tuesday 2nd September 2025, 5.30pm (venue TBC)
	

	833.17 Close 
Having no further business to discuss the Chair closed the meeting at 7.36pm.
	





Signed: …………………………… (Chair)		Date:  ……………………………….
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