832
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
BRANDON AND BRETFORD PARISH COUNCIL
	Date:
	Tuesday 13th May 2025; 19:00hrs

	Venue:
	Bretford Village Hall

	Present:
	Cllr Andrew Kirby (AK)

	
	Cllr Michael Jones (MJ)

	
	Cllr Iain Rennie (IR) – Chair

	
	Cllr Kate Steventon (KS)

	In Attendance:
	Jane Hancox – Clerk to Council & RFO

	Apologies:
	Cllr Heather Timms - RBC

	Absent:
	None

	Members of the Public (MOP):
	None



The meeting was quorate throughout and began at 19:00hrs.
	832.1 Welcome & Apologies
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Heather Timms.
	

	832.2 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations made pertinent to the agenda.
	

	832.3 To appoint a Chair and Vice Chair for 2025/26
A nomination was received for MJ to be appointed Chair for 2025/26, this was officially proposed AK and seconded by IR.  MJ was unanimously appointed Chair for 2025/26.

A nomination was received for KS to be appointed Vice Chair for 2025/26, this was officially proposed AK and seconded by IR.  KS was unanimously appointed Vice Chair for 2025/26.
	


	832.4 Borough Councillors Update
No update.
	

	832.5 Approve the minutes of the last meeting held 11th March 2025
The draft minutes of the last meeting held 11th March 2025 had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Councillors agreed they were a true and accurate record of the meeting and business discussed and unanimously approved the minutes which were duly signed by the Chair. 
	

	832.6 Actions from the last meeting
Speeding deterrent sign on A428 coming into the village from Binley Woods
KS reported that the faulty sign has been reported to Highways and replaced with a new one.

Lighting replacements Avondale Road
AK reported that he has spoken with Eon and proposed that the Council approve the £3840 quote to replace the lamps in Avondale Road.  A vote took place, and Councillors unanimously approved the works.
Action:  Clerk to advise Eon to proceed with the works

Website
KS updated on progress with the new website. The cost for 3-year hosting and URL is £260 and KS proposed this is approved.  A vote took place, and Councillors unanimously approved the spend. KS will pay the fee and claim back.  It was agreed the URL should be brandonandbretford.co.uk and include the following elements:

· Events
· Neighbourhood Plan
· Meet the Councillors
· Contact form
· Document library
· Flooding
· Links to local businesses

Communications to residents
Councillors agreed to write to residents of The Close to point out they are responsible for the maintenance of the fencing.

Councillors agreed to write to residents of Hallams Close to point out they are responsible for the maintenance of the bank on Main Street.  MJ offered to identify those properties affected.

Brandon Hall Hotel
Discussion took place around the possibility of Brandon Hall Hotel being taken over by a new owner and is going to be reopened as a hotel again.

Land on Brandon Lane
MJ reported that the LA have withdrawn any further action against the landowners. No update as to what action the other agencies may take.

Village Beautification/Community Group
KS will meet with EL regarding extending the community fundraising for beautification of other areas of the village.  It has been proposed that bee hives are built in the Brandon Orchard.  KS suggest organic play equipment is also installed.
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	832.7 Clerk and Councillors Update
This item had already been covered under matters arising.
	

	832.8 Allocation of representatives for:
- Wolston, Brandon & Bretford Joint Burial Committee – AK; currently 2 vacancies
- Friends of Brandon Wood – AK
- Brandon & Wolston Village Hall – KS
- Bretford Village Hall – AK, IR
- Brandon & Wolston FLAG - MJ	
	

	832.9 Finance
For information, the unaudited 2024/25 accounts had been shared ahead of the meeting.

Following the resignations of Peter Wilson and Heather Timms, MJ and AK offered to become signatories on the Lloyds Bank account.
	




Clerk

	832.10 Planning
AK declared an interest in the planning application for Keepers Cottage which raises a potential boundary issue.

There were no other planning applications for review.
	

	832.11 Correspondence
Highways Community Action Fund
MJ offered to investigate this opportunity and report back.

Brandon Club
The clerk confirmed that the response to the licence review has been sent to RBC.

Save the Speedway Group
Councillors acknowledged the correspondence from the Save the Speedway Group.
	

MJ

	832.12 Update from the Flooding Action Group
The FLAG is predominantly Wolston led.  MJ has asked Heather Timms for an update regarding wayleaves across the field, this has been passed onto the person with the LA who is dealing with it. We need to make contact with the new County Councillor.  Agreed to seek advice from Heather Timms regarding progress around the pipe and who she has handed it over to.
	




Clerk

	832.13 Update from Bretford Village Hall
The roof is due to be replaced in June; we are waiting for confirmation in a written quotation from the contractor.
	

	832.14 Update from Wolston, Brandon and Bretford Joint Burial Committee
No update.
	

	832.15 Future agenda items
· Review of Neighbourhood Plan
	

	832.16 Date of the next meeting
24th June 2025 at 5.30pm at Brandon Club.
	



Having no further business to discuss, the meeting ended at 9.00pm.

Signed: …………………………… (Chair)		Date:  ……………………………….
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