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838

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

BRANDON AND BRETFORD PARISH COUNCIL

	Date:
	Wednesday 14th January 2026; 17:45hrs

	Venue:
	Brandon Club

	Present:
	Cllr Andrew Kirby (AK)

	
	Cllr Michael Jones (MJ) - Chair

	
	Cllr Kate Steventon (KS) – arrived 6.49pm

	
	Cllr Iain Rennie (IR)

	In Attendance:
	Jane Hancox – Clerk to Council & RFO

	
	County Councillor Anne Marie Sonko

	
	Khara Schrijvers (KSC)

	Apologies:
	Borough Cllr Simon Ward

	
	Borough Cllr Derek Poole

	
	Borough Cllr Tim Willis

	Absent:
	None

	Members of the Public (MOP):
	Two


The meeting was quorate throughout and began at 17:45hrs.

	No.
	Discussion
	Action

	838.1
	Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from TW, SW, DP.

The Chair introduced KSC and proposed she is co-opted onto the Parish Council.  A vote took place and Councillors agreed unanimously to appoint KSC to the Parish Council with immediate effect.
	

	838.2
	Declarations of Interest

MJ declared his interest in the planning application at the former Oakdale Nurseries site.
	

	838.3
	Questions from the public (Notes)

Street lighting:  Brandon Hill. Only two lights from the War Memorial to top of the hill are working.  The one LED light that is operational is surrounded by trees so not effective. Clerk to seek clarity around who owns which lights so that a fully costed budget can be created. Main Street Brandon, lantern damaged by tree in August – received quote to repair for approval to be discussed later in the meeting.

Loose chamber cover in the road at top of hill. Clerk to report on Fix My Street.

Grass cutting – left in bad state at the end of the season and that concern was shared amongst Councillors.  Beautification group are trying to address concerns with verges etc with volunteers. Interest from 4 people to be Brandon Village Guardian.

Oakdale Nursery/Coventry Speedway sites: Local Plan is out, information available in there.  Local Plan goes to Council on 21st.  If approved will then go out to consultation.  Speedway is in local plan for historical value. We will have to review our Neighbourhood Plan and will have to consider the speedway site.

KSC agreed to assume the role of footpaths officer.  Footpaths need attention may be something for the volunteer group.

MOPS left the meeting at 6.30pm.
	Clerk

	838.4
	County and Borough Councillors Update

AMS updated on the local government reorganisation and expects an update in the summer. A request has been made for the May local elections to be postponed. Health & Wellbeing Board meeting took place today, hoping for a walk-in centre in Rugby.  There have been issues with parking tickets/fines at UHCW.

A428 Culvert - no timeline identified, AMS to chase.

AMS left the meeting at 6.40pm
	AMS

	838.5
	Approve the minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the previous meetings held 15th December 2025 had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Councillors agreed they were a true and accurate record of the meeting and business discussed and agreed they should be signed by the Chair.

Minutes approved for publication on the website.
	

	838.6
	Actions from the last meeting

Himalayan tiles – ongoing. 

Scaffolding outside Victoria – agreed to write to property owners.  MJ to draft.

Village Guardian- ongoing.
	MJ

MJ

	838.7
	Clerk and Councillors Update

Brandon Beautification Group
KS joined the meeting at 6.49pm. 

No working party in January, next one will be on 7th February, 10am-12pm, meet Royal Oak Car Park.  Suggest subgroup meeting to decide plan of action ahead of the working party.  Target jobs for February are clearing footpaths and cleaning speeding signs, litter picking.  Store equipment in a shed in the Royal Oak Car Park.
Community Orchard
No update.
FLAG

No update.
Bretford Village Hall
New Volunteer Manager settled in well. 

Wolston, Brandon & Bretford Joint Burial Committee – precept request

Reply to request – ask for justification to ask for a precept. JBC Clerk needs to update EROB’s.
Safe route to school

Councillors have met with 3 LA Officers and walked them through various crossing points around the village. Solution will be costly, no appetite within WCC to do it.
Nature Reserve – Brandon Golf Club

Agreement in principle for Warwickshire Wildlife Trust to manage it on behalf of Coventry City Council. Looking to create footpath connections. Concerns around over development on Brandon Lane.
	Clerk

	838.8
	Correspondence

Fencing Bretford Field

Utility company have promised to make the fence good, but they’ve left a hole in the fence.  IR to contact them. Clerk to respond to email.

Damaged lantern Main Street

The quote to replace the lantern on Main Street, Brandon, damaged in a storm last summer was circulated and approved (£1177.95 exc VAT). MJ offered to make the insurance claim.

Lighting repair Queens Road Bretford

A quote for traffic management to allow Eon to inspect the streetlights outside the Queen’s Head in Bretford was circulated and approved (£400).

Bretford Bus Stop

AK to visit the site, obtain a quote and MJ to make insurance claim.

Open space provision – Oakdale Nursery

MJ left the meeting 7.32pm

KS took the Chair of the meeting. Discussion took place around an organic play equipment area in Brandon Little Wood, sympathetic to the landscape. Needs to have natural theme, Councillors would like sight of the plans before it is approved.

MJ returned to the meeting 7.48pm

Defibrillator checks

KSC offered to make the regular defibrillator checks.
	IR/Clerk

MJ

AK

	838.9
	Finance
The latest finance report and bank reconciliation had been shared ahead of the meeting for information.

26-27 precept request

After discussion Councillors unanimously agreed to increase the 2026-27 precept request by 4.5%.
	

	838.10
	To appoint 25-26 internal auditor

Agreed to post on social media for any interest from local auditors in the village.
	KS

	838.11
	Planning

Nothing to note.
	

	838.12
	Review of the Neighbourhood Plan

Ongoing.
	

	838.13
	Future Agenda Items

Brandon Village Guardian
	

	838.14
	To confirm the dates of future meetings

Monday 9th February

Tuesday 10th March

Monday 13th April 

All at 7pm at Brandon Club
	

	838.15
	Close

Having no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 20:00hrs.
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