

837
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
BRANDON AND BRETFORD PARISH COUNCIL
	Date:
	Monday 15th December 2025; 17:30hrs

	Venue:
	Bretford Village Hall

	Present:
	Cllr Andrew Kirby (AK)

	
	Cllr Michael Jones (MJ) - Chair

	
	Cllr Kate Steventon (KS)

	
	Cllr Iain Rennie (IR)

	In Attendance:
	Jane Hancox – Clerk to Council & RFO

	
	Borough Councillor Tim Willis

	
	County Councillor Anne Marie Sonko

	Apologies:
	Borough Cllr Simon Ward

	
	Borough Cllr Derek Poole

	Absent:
	None

	Members of the Public (MOP):
	One



The meeting was quorate throughout and began at 17:30hrs.
	837.1 Welcome & Apologies
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, apologies were received from SW and DP. The Chair advised that Heather Timms had been invited to attend but due to personal reasons was unable to join us.
	

	837.2 Declarations of Interest
MJ declared his interest in the planning application at the former Oakdale Nurseries site.

KS declared that as a thank you for interest shown in the reopening of the Brandon Hall Gym she has been offered a free membership.
	

	837.3 Questions from the Public
None.
	


	837.4 County and Borough Councillors Update
AMS to investigate progress with the A428 culvert, under the road onto the field to divert the floodwater away from the village.

Jen Warren (WCC) will visit the village for a walkaround to look at traffic issues and a Safe Route to School.  A representative from the OC is invited to attend.

WCC are supporting the proposal for a single unitary authority. 

Agreed that a bus service from the village to UHCW would benefit parishioners.
Villagers would be happy to speak to AMS about A&E Services in the area.

Discussion took place around school catchment areas; which for the villages the secondary school is Bilton.  This poses challenges to families who don’t drive and children want to access extra-curricular activities.

Q:  How does that approach relate to George Finch’s proposal around 5 miles to school being walkable? AMS explained that we would like permission for us to decide locally what that should be.  George wanted to increase it by a mile each side. SEND children will never lose the services they currently have. Home to school transport is a huge cost to the authority, some children are being collected in taxis some with a chaperone when parents are still on the doorstep in pyjamas.  Government are proposing changes to diagnosis as its felt that things are being over diagnosed therefore that should also help reduce costs.

Grant funding – KS has submitted application for grant funding but not had any acknowledgement.  AMS advised that applications are being reviewed next week.

TW advised that the preference for a single unitary authority has been submitted by RBC. Local Plan is the next big issue. TW will let us know if anything comes up that impacts Brandon.  Brinklow development will impact traffic through Bretford.

Question:  What impact will that have on PC’S?  TW explained that Rugby is likely to have a Town Council and some new parish councils. We are unsure what the delegation of responsibilities will look like.  There has been nothing official yet from central government.

AMS & TW left the meeting at 6.08pm
	

AMS

	837.5 Approve the minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meetings held 3rd November 2025 had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Councillors agreed they were a true and accurate record of the meeting and business discussed and agreed they should be signed by the Chair.

Minutes approved for publication on the website.
	

	837.6 Actions from the last meeting
Brandon Village Guardian
We will look into that person being self-employed.

Himalayan Tiles
Ongoing.

Repair to street light on Main Street, Brandon
Clerk continues to chase Eon for response.

Modified entrance to Channings Farm (road markings)
Confirmed they have done everything they need to do to comply with the granted planning permission.
	

	837.7 Clerk and Councillors Update
Brandon Beautification Group
Working party to be held on the first Saturday of each month to make it a regular community event. We have planted over 1500 bulbs. There is now a dedicated core team who regularly support the events but we are keen to try and stimulate more interest from the local community.  

Hallams Close residents have submitted a formal plan to planners and will be getting someone in to carry out the work on the parts of the embankment that they are responsible for.

Community Orchard
Fruit bushes have been planted, further planting to do once it has established.
Eva Leaf has been awarded a hamper via Ignition Academy in recognition of her contribution to community engagement.
FLAG
No update.

Bretford Village Hall
New signage has been fitted to the front of the building. Need promotional photos. New telegraph poles have been installed outside the hall.

JBC
New Terms of Reference for the JBC have been drafted but weren’t discussed at the last meeting, awaiting comments.  

Safe Route to School
Already discussed earlier in the meeting.
	

	837.8 Finance
The latest finance report and bank reconciliation had been shared ahead of the meeting for information.

26-27 precept request
After discussion Councillors unanimously agreed to increase the 2026-27 precept request by 4.5%.

Zurich insurance renewal
The Zurich insurance renewal quote had been shared ahead of the meeting.  Councillors unanimously approved the quote for renewal.

Charity Donations
Councillors unanimously agreed the following charity donations:

· RBL £100
· Friends of Wolston St Margarets School £50 (library fundraiser)
· Brandon Club £150

Christmas tree
Quotes for a Christmas tree on the village green in Brandon had been circulated.  Councillors unanimously approved the purchase fo the following:

£140 tree (MJ to source)
£344.56 associated electrical installation (DB Electrical Installations)
	

	837.9 Planning
None to note.
	

	837.10 Correspondence
Discussion took place around holding more village/community events and a summer fair on Brandon field was suggested.
	

	837.11 Future Agenda Items/AOB
None to note.
	

	837.12 To confirm the date and venue of the next meeting
13th January 2026, Brandon Club
	

	837.13 Close 
Having no further business to discuss the Chair closed the meeting at 7.28pm.
	





Signed: …………………………… (Chair)		Date:  ……………………………….
Brandon & Bretford Parish Council		Page 1 of 3
MINUTES of the meeting held 15/12/2025
