843

Minutes of a meeting of Brandon and Bretford Parish Council held 
Monday 22nd June 2026 at Brandon Club commencing 7pm

Present:  	Cllr Mike Jones (MJ) – Chair
		Cllr Kate Steventon (KS) – Vice Chair
		Cllr Andrew Kirby (AK)
		Cllr Iain Rennie (IR)		

In attendance:	Jane Hancox – Clerk and RFO
		Cllr Tim Willis (TW)
		Cllr Anne Marie Sonko (AMS)

Apologies:	Cllr Khara Schrijvers (KSC)
		Cllr Simon Ward (SW)
		Cllr Derek Poole (DP)

Absent:	None

Members of the Public: None

843.1 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Khara Schrijvers, Cllr Simon Ward and Cllr Derek Poole.

843.2 Declarations of interest
The following declarations were made:

· MJ is the land promoter for the former Oakdale Nursery site
· KS is employed by Granite Leisure who operate the gym at Brandon Hall Hotel

843.3 Borough and County Councillors Update
AMS reported that the works taking place opposite the Royal Oak are being undertaken by Severn Trent Water. A survey is to be conducted regarding the proposed reduction of the speed limit to 20mph along the school route in Wolston, extending to the traffic lights at the bridge on the Wolston side. AMS agreed to request that the proposal be extended into Brandon as part of the wider Safe Route to School initiative.
AMS advised that there was no further update regarding Local Government Reorganisation, although an announcement is expected in July.
Councillors noted that the Warwickshire County Councillors Grant Fund had opened this week. There will be a single funding allocation round this year, with applications closing on 26 July 2026.
The Chair expressed the Council's appreciation to AMS for her support in relation to the Bretford Bus Stop project.
Action: Clerk to notify Wolston Parish Council, as the bus stop is situated on their land.
TW advised Members that they may wish to review the Cabinet Report scheduled for 29 June 2026, which includes reference to Coventry Stadium.
It was noted that flooding warning signage for Main Street is expected to arrive shortly.
TW further advised that Planning Committee reforms due to come into effect in September 2026 will result in certain planning powers being transferred from local planning authorities to central government.
TW and AMS left the meeting at 7.26pm.
843.4 Approve the minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2026 had been circulated prior to the meeting.
MJ proposed that the minutes be approved as a true and accurate record of the proceedings, and this was seconded by AK.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2026 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record and subsequently published on the Parish Council website.
843.5 Actions from the last meeting
Councillors noted that all actions arising from the previous meeting had either been completed or were included elsewhere on the agenda for further consideration.

843.6  Clerk & Councillors Update
Brandon Beautification Group
Councillors noted that two planted wheelbarrows, provided by Eva Leaf, had been installed at the junction of Avondale Road and Main Street.
KS proposed the creation of a WhatsApp Community to improve communication with residents regarding the activities of the Brandon Beautification Group, FLAG and other community initiatives. Councillors unanimously supported the proposal, and KS agreed to establish the group.
KS reported that she had met with a volunteer handyman from Wolston and identified several areas within Brandon requiring attention and improvement.
Grass Cutting
It was noted that the grassed area at the corner of Avondale Road and Nicolas Everton Close should be added to the grass-cutting specification.
Action: AK to discuss this matter with RW.
AK proposed that an ad hoc payment of £80 be made to Peter Wilson to reimburse expenses incurred whilst undertaking grass-cutting works at Bretford Village Hall. The proposal was seconded by MJ.
RESOLVED: Under Section 164 of the Public Health Act 1875, Councillors unanimously approved a payment of £80 to Peter Wilson in respect of grass-cutting expenses at Bretford Village Hall.
Replacement Hedge at Brandon Memorial
AK advised that the hedge surrounding the War Memorial had died and required replacement. A quotation had been obtained for the removal of the hedge and installation of a palisade fence at a cost of £500 plus materials.
Following discussion, Councillors agreed that the Brandon Beautification Group should remove the dead hedge in the first instance. The area will then be reviewed and options for its future enhancement considered.
Rewilding of Village Fields
MJ reported that the agreement provided by Viv Williams requires signing and return. AK noted that an amendment was required to alter the proposed planting areas from circular to rectangular spaces.
MJ agreed to arrange for the necessary amendment, sign the agreement and return it. Councillors also agreed that residents should be informed about the rewilding project and its intended benefits to the local environment.
Community Orchard
Councillors noted that the Community Orchard Group remained satisfied with the available water supply. However, due to continuing dry weather conditions, fruit yields are expected to be lower than usual this year.
Street Lighting
MJ reported that discussions continue with the Council's Account Manager at E.ON regarding the outstanding clean-and-replace maintenance programme.
Bretford Bus Shelter
This matter had been covered earlier in the meeting.
Wolston and Brandon FLAG
Councillors noted that TW is keen for a meeting to be convened at the earliest opportunity and that a new Chair will need to be appointed.
Bretford Village Hall
AK reported that additional bookings are required to improve use of the hall, which is currently used regularly only by the Puddleducks Playgroup.
A suggestion was made to investigate whether part of the adjoining field could be repurposed as a secure dog-walking facility. Discussion also took place regarding the installation of a promotional PVC banner to increase awareness and bookings for the venue.
Wolston, Brandon and Bretford Joint Burial Committee
AK confirmed that he has been appointed Chair of the Joint Burial Committee.
Safe Route to School
Updated under Minute 843.3.
Warwickshire County Council Grant Fund
Councillors discussed the potential widening and resurfacing of the Bretford footpath. It was agreed that quotations should be obtained to establish the likely costs and scope of the works.
843.7 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26
To receive the Internal Auditor's Report

The Internal Auditor's Report for 2025/26 had been circulated to Councillors in advance of the meeting. The Clerk presented a summary of the key findings and recommendations and highlighted the ongoing difficulties associated with the Wolston, Brandon and Bretford Joint Burial Committee accounts, as the figures remain unverified.

KS provided details of a contractor able to undertake annual inspections of the play equipment at Bretford Village Hall.

Action: Clerk to obtain a quotation for annual playground inspections.

To receive, approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements 2025/26

The Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026 had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.

RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously approved the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements for 2025/26. The documents were duly signed by the Chair and the Clerk/RFO.

843.8 Finance
To receive the latest Finance Report and Bank Reconciliation

The latest Finance Report and Bank Reconciliation had been circulated to Councillors in advance of the meeting and were received and noted.

To review invoices and approve payments

Councillors reviewed the schedule of payments presented for approval.

RESOLVED: That payments totalling £10,314.08 be approved and authorised for payment

PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL
	Date
	Details
	Power
	Chq No
	£

	13/04/2026
	WALC Membership
	Local Government Act 1972, s.143
	1869
	288.00

	13/04/2026
	Lakeside - grass cutting
	Highways Act 1980, s.96
	1870
	1176.00

	13/04/2026
	nPower - street lighting
	Parish Councils Act 1957, s.3
	1871
	3423.48

	13/04/2026
	RBC - emptying dog bins
	Litter act 1983, s.5
	1872
	172.80

	13/04/2026
	Clerking
	Local Government Act 1972, s.112
	1873
	695.27

	13/04/2026
	HMRC PAYE
	Local Government Act 1972, s.113
	1874
	241.61

	13/04/2026
	Duncan Dearden - hedge cutting
	Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9-10
	1875
	294.00

	13/04/2026
	Beautification Group
	Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9-10
	1876
	28.00

	11/05/2026
	Lakeside - grass cutting
	Highways Act 1980, s.96
	1877
	1176.00

	11/05/2026
	Brandon Field
	Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9-10
	1878
	109.33

	19/05/2026
	Bank Charges
	Local Government Act 1972, s.151
	N/A
	4.75

	22/06/2026
	Helen Du Bois - internal audit
	Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, r.5
	1879
	340.00

	22/06/2026
	Cox & Son - bus shelter cleaning
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4
	1880
	320.00

	22/06/2026
	Ralf Wilkinson - grass cutting
	Highways Act 1980, s.96
	1881
	1000.00

	22/06/2026
	Brandon Field
	Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9-10
	1882
	110.99
 

	22/06/2026
	Clerking
	Local Government Act 1972, s.112
	1883
	688.80

	22/06/2026
	HMRC PAYE
	Local Government Act 1972, s.113
	1884
	238.80



843.8 Finance
To receive the latest Budget Monitoring Report
The latest Budget Monitoring Report had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Councillors reviewed the current income and expenditure position against budget and noted the report. 

To review the Asset Register
The updated Asset Register had been circulated in advance of the meeting.
RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously approved the Asset Register for 2025/26. 

Unity Bank
Councillors considered the recommendation of the Internal Auditor to investigate transferring the Council's banking arrangements to Unity Bank. It was agreed that further information would be obtained before any decision is made. 

E.ON Maintenance Contract
Councillors noted the update provided under Minute 843.6 regarding the outstanding maintenance works and ongoing discussions with E.ON. 

843.9 Data Audit
The updated Data Audit Report had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.
RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously approved the Data Audit Report. 

843.10 Risk Review Log
The updated Risk Review Log had been shared in advance of the meeting and reviewed by Councillors.
RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously approved the Risk Review Log. 

843.11 Annual Playground Inspection
Councillors noted the proposal to obtain annual inspections of the play equipment at Bretford Village Hall, as discussed earlier in the meeting. 

843.12 Planning
There were no planning applications or planning matters for consideration. 

843.13 Review of the Neighbourhood Plan
Councillors noted that the Neighbourhood Plan survey is ready for distribution. Residents will be able to complete the survey online or return completed paper copies via the Royal Oak. 

843.14 Correspondence
No items of correspondence requiring consideration were received. 

843.15 Policies for Approval

The following policies had been circulated to Councillors in advance of the meeting:

· Co-Option Policy
· IT Policy
· Health and Safety Policy
· Internal Controls Policy
· Code of Conduct
· Publication Scheme
· Financial Regulations
· Standing Orders

RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously approved and adopted all policies with immediate effect. 

843.16 Any Other Business and Future Agenda Items
· Play equipment on Brandon Field

843.17 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 7 September 2026 at 7.00pm at Brandon Club. 

843.18 Closure of Meeting
There being no further business, the Chair thanked Members for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 9.44pm. 



Signed (Chair):………………………………………………………………………….. Date: …………………………
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