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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
BRANDON AND BRETFORD PARISH COUNCIL
	Date:
	Monday 9th February 2026; 19:00hrs

	Venue:
	Brandon Club

	Present:
	Cllr Andrew Kirby (AK)

	
	Cllr Michael Jones (MJ) - Chair

	
	Cllr Kate Steventon (KS)

	
	Cllr Iain Rennie (IR)

	
	Borough Cllr Tim Willis

	In Attendance:
	Jane Hancox – Clerk to Council & RFO

	Apologies:
	Borough Cllr Simon Ward

	
	Borough Cllr Derek Poole

	
	County Councillor Anne Marie Sonko

	
	Cllr Khara Schrijvers (KSC)

	Absent:
	None

	Members of the Public (MOP):
	None



The meeting was quorate throughout and began at 19:00hrs.
	No.
	Discussion
	Action

	1
	Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Simon Ward, Cllr Derek Poole, Cllr Khara Schrijvers and County Councillor Anne Marie Sonko.
	

	2
	Declarations of Interest
MJ declared his interest in the planning application at the former Oakdale Nursery site.

KS has received a bunch of flowers and thank you card from a parishioner (approx. cost £20).
	

	3
	Questions from the public
None.
	

	4
	County and Borough Councillors Update
Local Plan consultation is underway.
May local elections have been postponed.
Local government reorganisation.

TW left the meeting at 7.25pm.
	

	5
	Approve the minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meetings held 14th January 2026 had been circulated ahead of the meeting.  Councillors agreed they were a true and accurate record of the meeting and business discussed and agreed they should be signed by the Chair. Proposed AK seconded JS.

Minutes approved for publication on the website.
	

	6
	Actions from the last meeting
Chamber cover on the hill has been reported on Fix My Street but is still awaiting repair.

Fencing on Bretford Field following replacement of the utility poles.  IR has spoken to National Grid about the 3 gaps in the hedge which means that the field is now not secure for dogs/children.  AK offered to look at the gaps in the hedge and take some photographs so we can raise the issue again.  Agreed to purchase some hedging to fix the patches in the hedge.

The scaffolding has been removed from the front of Victoria.

Bretford bus stop; AK has requested a quote from Victoria Sheet Metal to be sent onto the insurers.
	





AK

	7
	Clerk and Councillors Update
Brandon Beautification Group
Bus stop in the centre of Brandon village is looking tired, needs cleaning.  Suggest it is replaced by a more aesthetically pleasing one.  Graffiti under the railway bridge is also a concern as well as the phone box that now houses the defibrillator that is rusty and needs some attention. Agreed to get some quotes to have the phone box shot blasted and repainted.

The bank in front of The Rise needs some attention, need to be cautious as the residents like the screening.  Suggest some fencing as well as replanting the area to make it more aesthetically pleasing. We could cut back from the road without affecting the screening for the houses.

KS has identified some funding streams including the PCC grant fund. We could submit the beautification and speeding strategy as a bid for some funding although £5000 wont cover the cost of a road crossing but could pay for some gates coming from Binley Woods and from Bretford.  AK offered to make some gates with materials from Brandon Wood. MJ to contact Highways to confirm we are able to install them.  KS to contact Nuneaton Signs to obtain a digital version of the Brandon village picture.

Areas still needing litter picking are Rugby Road towards Binley Woods and Bretford.

MJ has visited Himalayan Tiles, they are supportive of the beautification strategy and it appears there is an opportunity to work with them to improve that whole area of the village.

Community Orchard
The community orchard is doing well.  An event has been arranged for the local community on Sunday.

The funding from the Kind Food grant (£1000) has been delayed but we have been informed that due to the terms of the funds, it will still have to be used by 31st March 2026. The plan is to use the funding to create a water supply to the orchard.  AK to seek a quote.

FLAG
No update.

Footpaths/Safe Route to School
Footpaths in both villages are in a very poor state. 

Street Lighting
Advice from a consultant is not to automatically replace the lights that’s aren’t working, they should be changing bulbs which is included in the maintenance contract.  Clerk to send MJ the contact details for our Account Manager to raise this with them, and the contact details for the consultant.

Bretford Village Hall
Bookings are coming in; in January we made a profit of £300.  It is still not yet operating as a community facility.

Wolston, Brandon & Bretford Joint Burial Committee
Meeting is scheduled for later this month where the new Terms of Reference will be discussed.

Brandon Wood Golf Course
MJ and AK will meet with the owners regarding the nature reserve later this week.
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Clerk/MJ

	8
	Correspondence
Margaret Bell Memorial
We don’t control any land that borders on the river. MJ to look at the ownership of the land.

Footpath along Fosseway
AK offered to walk the footpath and identify any issues.
	


MJ


AK

	9
	Finance
No finance report available for this meeting.  Clerk advised that the County Councillors grant funding (£350) has been received. This is to purchase tools and equipment for the Beautification Group.
	

	10
	To appoint 25-26 internal auditor
The clerk offered to speak to Paul Dudfield to see if he would be interested in carrying out the 25/26 AGAR.
	

Clerk

	11
	Planning
Local Plan consultation response is due by 13th March.

Neighbourhood Plan needs to be reviewed.  MJ has a meeting tomorrow with a planner who may be take to look at it, but there will be a cost attached to that. We may need to go out to consultation regarding the future of Coventry Stadium.
	

	12
	Future Agenda Items
Brandon Village Guardian
Grass Cutting
	

	13
	To confirm the dates of future meetings
Tuesday 10th March
Monday 13th April 
All at 7pm at Brandon Club
	

	14
	Close
Having no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.10pm.
	




