842

Minutes of a meeting of Brandon and Bretford Parish Council held 
Monday 11th May 2026 at Bretford Village Hall commencing 7pm

Present:  	Cllr Mike Jones (MJ) – Chair
		Cllr Kate Steventon (KS) – Vice Chair
		Cllr Andrew Kirby (AK)
		Cllr Iain Rennie (IR)
		Cllr Khara Schrijvers (KSC)

In attendance:	Jane Hancox – Clerk and RFO
		Cllr Tim Willis
		Cllr Simon Ward

Apologies:	Cllr Anne Marie Sonko

Absent:	Cllr Derek Poole

842.1 Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received after the meeting from Cllr Anne Marie Sonko.

842.2 Declarations of interest
The following declarations were made:

· MJ is the land promoter for the former Oakdale Nursery site
· KSC is the Manager of the Royal Oak in Brandon
· KS is employed by Granite Leisure who operate the gym at Brandon Hall Hotel

842.3 Appoint a Chair & Vice Chair
Nominations were received for MJ and KS to continue as Chair and Vice Chair respectively. There were no other nominations received.  AK proposed that MJ and KS continue as Chair and Vice Chair respectively and this was seconded by KSC.  
RESOLVED:  A vote took place and Councillors agreed unanimously to appoint MJ as Chair, and KS as Vice Chair with immediate effect.

842.4 Borough & County Councillor Update
The administration of Rugby Borough Council is currently unknown following last week’s local elections. No party has an overall majority.
Rugby Bike Fest is taking place this weekend.
The auction featuring the garages in Brandon and Bretford has been delayed due to a query on the legal title. If the sites don’t sell RBC may consider an alternative use for the land. 
Action:  TW offered to look at the full report and feedback to MJ.

There should be an update in July around local government reorganisation.

TW and SW left the meeting at 7.22pm.

824.5 Approve the minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the last meeting held 13th April 2026 had been shared ahead of the meeting.  MJ proposed they are approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting and business discussed and this was seconded by AK.  
RESOLVED: Councillors unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the meeting held 13th April and agreed they should be published on the website.
824.6 Actions from the last meeting
Bretford Bus Stop
MJ reported that Highways have confirmed it is our bus stop therefore we can do what we want to do with it.  Suggest it is removed but the bench is retained and arrange for RBC to remove the materials.  
Action:  MJ to speak to TW to arrange removal of materials

KS advised that the leaflet printing for the Brandon Beautification Group is ongoing.

MJ advised he will visit Himalayan Tiles.

Planters in Avondale Road
One planter has been installed, and a second one is almost complete.

Water supply to the Community Orchard
MJ has spoken to Severn Trnet Water, they have agreed to send someone to take a look. 

Motorbikes in Brandon Wood
Motorbikes in Brandon Wood are still a problem; the gate has been smashed in order to gain access at the weekend. Police are monitoring the situation.

842.7 Clerk & Councillors Update
Brandon Beautification Group
· Daffodil bulbs have been around the back of the community orchard. 
· Need to include Bretford in any discussions.
· There is a patch of nettles on Brandon field that need digging out.
· The big tree at the bottom of Brandon field is a focal point for families.  Discussion about a natural play installation; suggest this includes wooden stepping stones/bridges on the west side of the field. 
· Need to remove the sycamore saplings that are growing in the hedge along the driveway to the hotel. 
· Suggest an area dedicated to children where they can learn about nature.  
· Suggest sending a letter to the houses opposite Himalayan Tiles asking that the grass is cut on a regular basis. 
· The conifers outside The Knack/speeding sign have been trimmed back, but the tall conifer outside Knotty Pines hasn’t been done. Nothing has been done about Ivy House Farm, and another branch has been knocked down onto the road.  

Grass Cutting
·  RW will do another cut weekend of 15th – 18th May. Councillors will review the position after this.

Community Orchard
· Orchard is doing well. 
· Several volunteers helped to dig in the water pipe.

Street Lighting
· Lighting for pedestrians along The Rise is poor. 
· We are not under contract in terms of maintenance.  Eon is supposed to do a clean and replace service but there has still been no action.  

Wolston & Brandon FLAG
No update.

Bretford Village Hall
· Bookings continue to increase. 
· - New Hall Manager has settled into role well.

Wolston, Brandon & Bretford Joint Burial Committee
· Annual Report from the JBC was tabled. 
· A Chair from BBPC will be elected at the next meeting.

Safe Route to School
· Need to speak to portfolio holder regarding clearing the footpath.  
Action:  MJ to chase

842.8 Allocation of representatives for:
- Wolston, Brandon & Bretford Joint Burial Committee – AK/KS/MJ
- Friends of Brandon Wood AK
- Footpaths Officer KSC 
- Wolston & Brandon Village Hall KS
- Bretford Village Hall IR/AK
- Brandon & Wolston FLAG MJ

842.8 Finance
To receive the latest finance report and bank reconciliation
Due to the latest bank statements having not arrived the clerk advised that the finance report and bank reconciliation would be presented to the next meeting.
Action:  Clerk to present finance report and bank reconciliation at the next meeting

To appoint an internal auditor
Following the retirement of Mike Spencer, the clerk advised that Helen Du Bois is available to undertake the 25/26 internal audit at a fee of £340.  MJ proposed the appointment and this was seconded by AK.  A vote took place and Councillors agreed unanimously to appoint Helen du Bois to undertake the 25/26 internal audit.
RESOLVED:  Under Regulation 6 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 (as amended) Councillors appointed Helen Du Bois to undertake the 25/26 internal audit. 

842.10 Planning
Nothing to note

842.11 Review of the Neighbourhood Plan
A review\consultation is underway.

842.12 Correspondence	
Nothing to note.

842.13 AOB & Future agenda items
· Brandon Field
· Village Christmas Tree
· Bonfire night event at Bretford Village Hall

842.14 Date of the next meeting
22nd June 2026 Brandon Club 7pm

842.15 Meeting Close 
Having no further business to discuss the Chair declared the meeting closed at 9.06pm.





Signed (Chair):………………………………………………………………………….. Date: …………………………
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